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This how-to guide describes the features of Georgia Early Learning and Development Standards 

(GELDS), an intuitive, user-friendly web-based interface where teachers can create and share lesson plans 

and activities. 

D9[5{ IƻƳŜǇŀƎŜ 

The GELDS Homepage has three (3) major components which are the Header, Body, and Footer. 
  
The header consists of the following: 

 
 

The body consists of the following: 

 
 

The footer consists of the following: 
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[ƻƎ ƛƴ ǘƻ D9[5{ 

GELDS uses the same login credentials as the Georgia Professional Development System (GaPDS).  

1. On the main GELDS page, there are two ways to access the GELDS Login page: 

¶ Click on LOGIN in the upper right corner. 

ï or ï 

¶ Click on Portal in the center of the page.  

 

2. Once on the Login page, enter a valid GaPDS username and password and click LOGIN . 

 
 

Note:  Refer to FAQs if you do not have a GaPDS account or if you forgot your GaPDS login 

credentials. 

 

After logging in, the portal menu changes to display the following tabs:  Dashboard, Inbox, Lesson 

Plans, Activities, Media, and GELDS. Refer to the below sections for detailed information on each 

tab. 

 

[ƻƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ D9[5{ 

To log out, click on My Account and select LOGOUT . 
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D9[5{ 5ŀǎƘōƻŀǊŘ 

When you first log into GELDS, you will see the Dashboard.  

 
 

The Dashboard displays the following specific information about each logged in user: 

¶ Profile Picture (if uploaded) 

¶ Name 

¶ GaPDS # 

¶ Last Login Date and Time 

¶ Email Address 

¶ Employer's Name 

¶ Recent Lesson Plans  

¶ GELDS Training Summary (pending and completed) 

 

Note:  You must log into GaPDS to update your name, email address, or ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ. 

  

  



GELDS How-to-Guide 

 

Bright from the Start : Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning Page 6 of 54 

aŀƴŀƎŜ tǊƻŦƛƭŜ tƛŎǘǳǊŜ 

Jump to:  Change Profile Picture |  Remove Profile Picture 

 

Upload a Profile Picture 

To add a profile picture:  

1. Click My Account > Edit Profile or click on the Edit Profile button on the Dashboard. 

 
 

2. Click Choose File. 

 
 

3. Navigate to the photo saved to your computer. 

 

4. Select the photo and click Open. 
 

5. Click Save. The uploaded photo displays. 
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6. Click Cancel to return to the Dashboard. The uploaded photo displays on the Dashboard and next 

to My Account. 

 
 

Change Profile Picture 

To update your profile picture: 

1. Click My Account > Edit Profile or click on the Edit Profile button on the Dashboard. 
 

2. Click Change Photo. 

 
 

3. Navigate to the photo saved to your computer. 

 

4. Select the photo and click Open. 

 

5. Click Save. The updated photo displays. 
 

6. Click Cancel to return to the Dashboard. The updated photo displays on the Dashboard and next 

to My Account. 
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Remove Profile Picture 

To delete your profile picture: 

1. Click My Account > Edit Profile or click on the Edit Profile button on the Dashboard. 

 

2. Click Remove Photo.  

 
 

3. Click OK to confirm the deletion. The photo no longer displays. 

 

4. Click Cancel to return to the Dashboard. The photo does not display on the Dashboard or next to 

the My Account. 

 

59/![ aŜŘƛŀ 

You do not have to log in to view DECAL Media. To view DECAL media available to the public: 

1. On the main GELDS page, click on Resources. 

 

2. Click Media. 

 

3. To narrow your search for a particular media, search by one or more of the following search 

criteria: 

¶ Keyword ï searches media titles and descriptions for the word or phrase entered. 

¶ Domains ï searches for media with the selected Domain(s): 

Ǐ Physical Development and Motor Skills 

Ǐ Social and Emotional Development 

Ǐ Approaches to Play and Learning 

Ǐ Communication, Language, and Literacy 

Ǐ Cognitive Development and General Knowledge. 

 

4. Click Search. The retrieved records display. 
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5. There are two different ways to navigate through the media. At the bottom of the page, click either 

¶ Next ï takes you to the next page of media  - or -  

¶ Previous ï takes you to the previous page of media. 

 

6. To view the media details, play the audio, or print the media description, click on a media title. 

 
 

7. Click Back to Media to return to the list of media. 
 

59/![ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 

You do not have to log in to view DECAL Activities. To view DECAL activities available to the public: 

1. On the main GELDS page, click on Activities or click Resources and then click Activities. 

 

2. To narrow your search for a particular activity, search by one or more of the following search 

criteria: 

¶ Keyword ï searches media titles and descriptions for the word or phrase entered. 

¶ Age Groups ï searches for activities with the selected Age Group(s): 

Ǐ 0-12 months 

Ǐ 12-24 months 

Ǐ 24-36 months 

Ǐ 36-48 months 

Ǐ 48-60 months 

¶ Domains ï searches for media with the selected Domain(s): 

Ǐ Physical Development and Motor Skills 

Ǐ Social and Emotional Development 

Ǐ Approaches to Play and Learning 

Ǐ Communication, Language, and Literacy 
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Ǐ Cognitive Development and General Knowledge. 

 

3. Click Search. The retrieved records display. 

 

4. There are two different ways to navigate through the activities. At the bottom of the page, click 

either: 

¶ Next ï takes you to the next page of activities ï or -  

¶ Previous ï takes you to the previous page of activities. 

 

5. To view or print the activity details, click on an activity  title. 

 
 

6. Click Back to Activities to return to the list of activities. 

 

D9[5{ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ϧ LƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎ  

When writing lesson plans, Standards & Indicators are used to show which measurable and observable 

skills are covered with each activity.  

 

To search the GELDS online repository of Standards & Indicators, complete the following steps: 

1. Click on GELDS and select GELDS Standards & Indicators. 

 
 

Note:  In addition to being in the GELDS menu, a link to the GELDS Standards & Indicators search 

can also be found on the Dashboard and on the Resources pages under Quick Links. 
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2. To narrow your search for a particular indicator, search by one or more of the following search 

criteria: 

¶ Keyword ï searches the standards & indicators for the word or phrase entered. 

¶ Age Groups ï searches for standards & indicators with the selected Age Group(s): 

Ǐ 0-12 months 

Ǐ 12-24 months 

Ǐ 24-36 months 

Ǐ 36-48 months 

Ǐ 48-60 months 

¶ Domains ï searches for standards & indicators with the selected Domain(s): 

Ǐ Physical Development and Motor Skills 

Ǐ Social and Emotional Development 

Ǐ Approaches to Play and Learning 

Ǐ Communication, Language, and Literacy 

Ǐ Cognitive Development and General Knowledge 

¶ Strand ï searches for standards & indicators with the selected Strand(s).  

o All strands display unless an age group(s) and/or domain(s) is selected.  

o The strands are then filtered to only show strands for the selected age group/domain.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Standards ï searches for standards & indicators with the selected Standard(s). 
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o All standards display unless an age group(s) and/or domain(s) is selected.  

o The standards are then filtered to only show standards for the selected age 

group/domain. 

 
 

¶ Has Video ï searches for standards & indicators that have video(s). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Click Search. The retrieved records display. 
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4. To view the indicator details, such as the Standard, Rationale, Examples, and Video (if available), 

click on an Indicator . 

 
 

5. Click Close or the X in the upper right corner to return to the search results. 
 

Note:  Refer to the GELDS Overview (located in the GELDS menu) for an outline of the structural 

components of the standards & indicators code (i.e., PDM6.3b). 

 




















































































